
CITY	  COUNCIL	  
PALMYRA,	  MISSOURI	  

	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   February	  5,	  2015	  

	  
The	  Palmyra	  City	  Council	  met	  on	  the	  above	  date	  in	  city	  hall	  at	  7:00	  p.m.	  with	  Mayor	  Loren	  Graham	  presiding	  and	  
opening	  the	  meeting	  with	  the	  Pledge	  of	  Allegiance.	  	  The	  following	  council	  members	  answered	  roll	  call:	  	  Nathan	  
Miller,	  Robert	  Lovegreen,	  Josh	  Smith,	  Pam	  Behring,	  Ken	  Sheputis	  and	  Jeff	  Merkel.	  	  Also	  present	  were	  Chuck	  
Houston,	  Eddie	  Bogue,	  Brent	  Abell,	  Tim	  Barnes,	  John	  Hark	  and	  Mark	  Cheffey.	  
	  
A	  motion	  was	  made	  by	  Council	  Member	  Miller	  and	  seconded	  by	  Council	  Member	  Merkel	  to	  approve	  the	  consent	  
agenda	  as	  presented.	  	  The	  roll	  call	  vote	  was	  as	  follows:	  	  Ayes:	  	  Miller,	  Lovegreen,	  Smith,	  Behring,	  Sheputis	  and	  
Merkel.	  	  Nays:	  	  None.	  	  The	  motion	  carried.	  	  The	  consent	  agenda	  consisted	  of	  the	  following:	  
	  

a. Approval	  of	  the	  January	  22nd	  minutes	  
b. Bills	  for	  Approval.	  

	  
John	  Hark,	  Marion	  County	  Emergency	  Management	  Director,	  provided	  a	  short	  presentation	  and	  answered	  
questions	  concerning	  the	  Code	  Red	  Alert	  System.	  	  Mr.	  Hark	  advised	  the	  city’s	  cost	  to	  participate	  in	  Code	  Red	  for	  
the	  next	  year	  remains	  the	  same	  at	  $2,853.00.	  	  By	  consensus,	  the	  council	  will	  budget	  for	  this	  expense.	  	  Mr.	  Hark	  
exited	  the	  meeting	  at	  7:10	  p.m.	  
	  
A	  review	  of	  the	  city	  projects	  was	  held	  with	  the	  city’s	  Bicentennial	  Celebration	  being	  added	  to	  the	  list.	  
	  
A	  general	  discussion	  was	  held	  concerning	  an	  increase	  in	  council	  pay	  which	  has	  not	  been	  reviewed	  since	  the	  early	  
1980’s.	  	  The	  council	  discussed	  the	  pros	  and	  cons	  of	  an	  increase	  and	  how	  much	  of	  an	  increase	  was	  appropriate.	  	  	  A	  
motion	  was	  made	  by	  Council	  Member	  Miller	  and	  seconded	  by	  Council	  Member	  Sheputis	  to	  increase	  the	  pay	  of	  
council	  members	  for	  regular	  and	  special	  called	  meetings	  attended	  from	  $50.00	  to	  $100.00	  per	  meeting;	  increase	  
the	  annual	  salary	  of	  the	  mayor	  from	  $5,200.00	  to	  $6,500.00;	  to	  have	  the	  increase	  effective	  as	  soon	  after	  the	  
general	  election	  in	  2017	  as	  feasibly	  possible;	  and	  authorize	  City	  Attorney	  Chase	  Hickman	  to	  prepare	  an	  ordinance	  
for	  this	  change.	  	  The	  roll	  call	  vote	  was	  as	  follows:	  	  Ayes:	  	  Miller,	  Lovegreen,	  Smith,	  Behring,	  Sheputis	  and	  Merkel.	  	  
Nays:	  	  None.	  	  The	  motion	  carried.	  
	  
Council	  Member	  Sheputis	  reported	  a	  pre-‐construction	  meeting	  had	  been	  held	  concerning	  the	  new	  police	  station.	  	  
With	  there	  being	  no	  surprises,	  the	  contractor	  will	  be	  breaking	  ground	  as	  soon	  as	  the	  weather	  permits.	  	  Sheputis	  
also	  advised	  he	  had	  attended	  the	  Board	  of	  Public	  Works	  meeting	  earlier	  in	  the	  evening	  and	  the	  board	  is	  willing	  to	  
provide	  in-‐kind	  service	  to	  bring	  the	  utilities	  to	  the	  police	  station.	  
	  
Council	  Member	  Miller	  advised	  the	  Finance	  Committee	  would	  be	  meeting	  on	  Monday,	  February	  9th	  and	  Tuesday,	  
February	  10th	  at	  5:00	  p.m.	  to	  begin	  the	  budget	  process	  and	  invited	  all	  to	  attend.	  
	  
Street	  Commissioner	  Chuck	  Houston	  advised	  he	  had	  hired	  Austen	  Dornberger	  as	  a	  new	  employee	  for	  his	  
department.	  	  	  
	  
Building	  Inspector/Safety	  Officer	  Tim	  Barnes	  advised	  the	  performance	  bond	  required	  by	  MoDOT	  for	  the	  new	  
police	  station	  had	  been	  paid	  and	  the	  permit	  has	  been	  received.	  	  Barnes	  also	  reported	  the	  annual	  MIRMA	  
evaluation	  was	  performed	  on	  January	  26th	  with	  the	  city	  receiving	  a	  93%	  which	  is	  up	  by	  5	  points	  from	  last	  year.	  
	  
Mayor	  Graham	  stated	  he	  would	  be	  setting	  a	  meeting	  in	  March	  to	  begin	  discussions	  on	  the	  city’s	  Bicentennial	  
Celebration.	  	  A	  letter	  will	  be	  sent	  to	  different	  organizations	  and	  individuals	  advising	  them	  of	  the	  meeting.	  	  Mayor	  
Graham	  stated	  that	  he	  has	  been	  in	  contact	  with	  Butch	  Herold	  about	  getting	  a	  cost	  on	  a	  commemorative	  item	  like	  
the	  Sesquicentennial	  rifle	  from	  1969.	  
	  
Mayor	  Graham	  also	  advised	  that	  PACB	  has	  asked	  to	  be	  more	  involved	  with	  the	  council	  to	  work	  towards	  the	  
betterment	  of	  the	  community	  and	  upon	  receiving	  this	  request,	  he	  has	  asked	  Council	  Member	  Pam	  Behring	  and	  
she	  accepted	  to	  be	  the	  liaison	  between	  the	  council	  and	  PACB.	  	  By	  consensus,	  the	  council	  approved	  this	  
appointment.	  
	  
With	  no	  further	  business	  before	  the	  council	  a	  motion	  to	  adjourn	  was	  made	  at	  7:35	  p.m.	  
	  
	  
	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   ______________________________________	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Loren	  L.	  Graham,	  Mayor	  
	  
	  
___________________________________	   	  
Deena	  L.	  Parsons,	  City	  Clerk	  
	  


