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Schoenborn’s Tax Service
Schoenborn’s Tax Service has been in Palmyra for over
twenty years, but since January 2014 it’s been owned
and operated by Samantha Helmick. Samantha bought
the business from Jerry Schoenborn when Jerry decided
he wanted to work outside of a management role until
he was ready to retire. Samantha had actually worked
in Schoenborn’s office the summer between high school
and her first year in college, part time during tax season
while employed after college, and full time for almost a
year before purchasing the business.
What’s the year look like at Schoenborn’s? “In January,
we’re busy with end-of-the-previous-year bookkeeping
services such as W2s, 1099s, and fourth quarter tax
statements,” explained Helmick. “At the end of the
month we transition to tax returns.”
From late January
until mid-April, it’s tax
season. Helmick says
she puts in 100-120
hours a week between
appointments
and
actually completing
the
necessary
paperwork and filing.
Burning the midnight
oil is the rule, not the
exception, during this
time of year. She has
made it a tradition
to close the office
the day after taxes
are due, but says the

Schoenborn’s
also offers
bookkeeping
services for
small businesses
which can
include all or any
of the following:
calculating
payroll, writing
checks, and
generating
quarterly and
annual reports.
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answering machine is always full when she and her
office manager return.
The remainder of April is devoted to late filers,
extensions, and amendments to tax returns before
“after-tax-season cleaning” which occurs May through
August. It’s time to reorganize and regroup. There’s
also what Helmick calls “love mail” from the IRS and the
state of Missouri. Each year the IRS sends millions of
letters and notices to taxpayers. Although some people
may feel anxious when they receive one, many are easy
to resolve, something Helmick is used to handling.
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Schoenborn’s Tax Service
September through November is usually the time
Office
Manager,
for continuing education and training seminars. The
Pam
amount of additional education required varies on
Behring,
is the first
an individual’s certification. Anyone can be a paid tax
friendly
return preparer as long as they have an IRS Preparer
face you’ll
Tax Identification Number (PTIN). However, tax return
see.
preparers have differing levels of skills, education
and expertise. An important difference in the types
of practitioners is “representation rights.” Enrolled
agents, certified public accountants, and attorneys
have unlimited representation rights before the IRS.
Tax professionals with these credentials may represent and originals returned to the owners so both the firm
their clients on any matters including audits, payment/ and the individual have copies for possible audits by
collection issues, and appeals. Annual Filing Season the IRS or the state. Those who use Schoenborn’s
Program Participants; generally not attorneys, certified tax preparation service can participate in a referral
public accountants, or enrolled agents; hold an Annual program, earning $30 for each new client. “Some
clients earn enough to get their
Filing Season Program Record of
taxes prepared for free!” stated
Completion from the IRS. They are
Schoenborn’s Tax
Helmick.
usually return preparers who obtain
a certain number of continuing
Service is currently open
Schoenborn’s
also
offers
education hours in preparation for
Monday through Friday
bookkeeping services for small
a specific tax year and have limited
8 a.m. – noon and 1
businesses which can include
representation rights. Helmick is
p.m. – 4 p.m. During
all or any of the following:
currently a certified accountant
tax season, hours are
calculating payroll, writing
working on certification to become
greatly
expanded.
checks, and generating quarterly
an enrolled agent.
Stop in soon!
and annual reports.
September through November is
Helmick’s answer when asked
generally the time when tax services
how long to keep those tax
are waiting to see what tax changes
Official office
dog, Riley,
returns: “It depends. Though
come out of our nation’s capital. It’s
is a great
the IRS only keeps the last 3 years
important to be current on federal
listener and
keeps things
open, businesses and farmers
law updates.
There are years,
in strictest
who depreciate assets may need
however, when these changes aren’t
confidence.
returns and receipts from when
even made until late December or
the item was purchased. If fraud
early January.
is suspected, the IRS may open
In December, farm and other business clients usually any tax year return for examination.” She advises her
make appointments for Year-To-Date updates and farm and business clients to keep returns as far back as
“number crunching.” Do projections favor buying they can.
equipment or selling grain or livestock?
In addition to Samantha Helmick, you’ll also meet
Samantha shared that the majority of Schoenborn’s Pam Behring, Office Manager. Pam has been with
clients are farmers and self-employed small business Schoenborn’s since 2014. She’ll greet you with a smile
owners. She enjoys building relationships with them when you enter the office. Her duties include a wide
and with the new clients who are entrusting her with variety of tasks including scheduling appointments,
crucial financial information. All receipts are scanned bookkeeping, correspondence and filing.
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Chamber Briefs...
The Palmyra Chamber of Commerce held its monthly meeting Tuesday, August 8, at the Palmyra Nutrition Center.
President Charlene Jones-Liendo welcomed all attendees.
Members were reminded about the Tri-City Chamber Steak Fry which was being hosted by Monroe City later that day. The
Palmyra Chamber donated Palmyra Chamber gift certificates to be used as prizes.

CHAMBER LEARNS ABOUT GOLDEN BRIDGES SERVICES

Suzanne Ellerbrock, co-owner of Golden Bridges, was the guest speaker. Golden Bridges is a Senior Move Management
company, the only one in our area. What do Senior Move Managers do? They offer assistance to older adults and their
families with the emotional and physical aspects of relocation and/or “aging in place.” This includes a number of tasks
such as boxing personal items for a move, unpacking and organizing belongings at a new dwelling, securing a moving
company, arranging for an auction, recycling and donating unneeded items, and staging a home for sale. Most importantly,
Golden Bridges listens to a client, focusing on what an individual wants and needs, controlling the chaos in relocating and
downsizing. Ellerbrock guarantees “We’ll get it done from start to finish.”
Golden Bridges’ has been in business for 4 ½ years. In 2012, they were the recipients of a $10,000 grant from the Quincy
Area Chamber of Commerce to start up their new business. In 2014, Golden Bridges was a semi-finalist in the American
Farm Bureau Federation’s Inaugural National Rural Entrepreneurship Challenge, earning another $15,000 to expand their
business. Services are available within a 100 mile radius of Quincy. They have also opened branches in Springfield and
Naperville, Illinois. If the client’s circumstances require, Golden Bridges is able to coordinate with other Senior Move
Management companies across the country. Golden Bridges is a member of the National Association of Senior Move
Managers and is certified.
Golden Bridges offers a free consultation. For more information, visit their website at www.goldenbridges4you.com, check
out their Facebook page at Golden Bridges, Inc., or call their toll free number, 888-922-6368.

NEXT CHAMBER MEETING

The next monthly Chamber Meeting will be held at noon, Tuesday, September 12, at the Palmyra Middle School. Kirt
Malone, the new superintendent of the Palmyra R-1 School District, will be the featured speaker and host. Tours of the
Middle School will be available for interested individuals after the meeting.

OFFICE CLOSED
The Palmyra Chamber office will be closed September 12 – 25.
In case of emergency, contact Chamber President Charlene Jones-Liendo
at Mark Twain Title Company in Palmyra.
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This year’s Tri-City Chamber Steak Fry was held Tuesday,
August 8 at Mosswood Golf Course. Board members Brian
Caldwell, Randy Hopson and Vice-President Mason Owen
represented the Palmyra Chamber. They also participated in
the unlimited rounds of golf available prior to the event that
day. The Palmyra Chamber donated Palmyra Chamber gift
certificates to be used as prizes.

The 11th Annual Taste of Palmyra will be held on Main Street
from 5 – 9 p.m. Monday, October 16. The event will include
crafts, entertainment, informational booths, and, of course, a
lot of food options. Enter or simple enjoy the Car Show and
the Antique Tractor Show.
Bring your children and grandchildren for trunk-or-treat
beginning at 5 pm, trick-or-treat, the B&S pedal pull,
preschool activities provided by the Palmyra Parents As
Teachers Program, vendor games, a themed tour at the old
Marion County Jail, and popcorn and a treat at the Marion
County Library.
Vendor forms are available online (click here). The
submission deadline is October 2. Businesses that would
like to become corporate sponsors may contact:
Chamber Office
573-769-0777
palmyrachamber@gmail.com
or
Michelle Merkel
HOMEBANK
573-769-2001
mmerkel@myhomebank.com

DEADLINE
OCTOBER 2

KUDOS

Heartfelt thanks and a round of applause go out to all contributors and
supporters of the Marion County Fair. The input of so many dedicated
hard-working volunteers is what makes the fair the success it is. If you see
Fair organizers Randy and Michele Hopson be sure to add your personal
thank you for all of the work they do.

The Palmyra Chamber is already planning for the 2018 Marion County
Fair! Why not donate your time and talents to this community event? New
volunteers are always welcome and much appreciated. Please contact the
Chamber at 573-769-0777, palmyrachamber@gmail.com or on Facebook
(Click Here).

Crowning of 2017 Miss Marion County,
Gracie Bross

Annual Demolition Derby at the Fair

Parade Marshals: Mary Beth and Tony Lenzini,
2017 Citizens of the Year

ANNUAL CHAMBER AWARDS

Time to submit those Nominations for Citizen of the Year, Educator
of the Year and Volunteer of the Year. Nominations for Educator of the Year

don’t have to be for a teacher but may be for any individual who positively
guides youth or trains others.
Without you, a deserving candidate may go unrecognized! Although the
deadline for nominations is Tuesday, December 12, why not submit your
application before the holidays arrive, and you’re too busy or too tired to write?
To assist you, nominating criteria and guidelines are available at
showmepalmyra.com (Click Here); they are also available in print form at
the Chamber office, the Palmyra Spectator, and City Hall. Recipients will
be announced at the Palmyra Chamber’s Annual Banquet, January 11, 2018.
Send your nominations to the Chamber office at P.O. Box 446, Palmyra, MO
63461 or palmyrachamber@gmail.com.

2016 Palmlyra Chamber of Commerce Award
Winners: Front row: Mary Beth & Tony Lenzini,
Citizens of the Year; Eric Churchwell, Educator of
the Year; Byron Webb for HOMEBANK, Business
Hall of Fame; Teresa Smyser, President’s Award;
Heather McChristian, recognized for Board service.
Back row: Christine Crawford, Volunteer of the
Year; Brian Caldwell, 2016 Chamber President;
Jason Janes with Janes Surveying, Paintbrush
Award; Joe Thomas, CEO and Chairman of the
Board for HOMEBANK.
(Photo courtesy of the Palmyra Spectator)

As in the past, the Palmyra Chamber Board of Directors will select the recipients for the Business Hall of Fame and the Paint
Brush Award, the latter for a business that has really improved its looks and added that “something extra” to our community.

CHAMBER HEADLINES

LEWIS BROTHERS FUNERAL HOME MARKS

100
YEAR
ANIVERSARY
WITH OPEN HOUSE
This August marked 100 years the Lewis Brothers
Funeral Chapel of Palmyra has been serving the area.
In conjunction with the Palmyra Chamber of Commerce,
the Lewis Brothers Funeral Chapel hosted a Business
after Hours event, on Tuesday, August 22, 2017 at 424
South Main Street. The public was invited to stop by,
enjoy refreshments, and tour some of the firm’s recent
renovations.
Lewis Brothers Funeral Chapel has a history rooted
in the Palmyra community. In August of 1917, J. Best
and George B. Lewis purchased the Joseph Quest
Undertaking Company. At that time the business was
located on the corner of Church and Main Streets,
directly to the south of the Post Office. For several years
the operation included a furniture business, in addition
to the mortuary. This was a common practice during
the time period. In 1929, the partnership moved across
the street to the Savoy Building (this building was
later razed in the late 1970’s to make way for the new
Palmyra State Bank). The sons of the founders, John
B. “Jack” Lewis and George M. Lewis, constructed the
current building in 1964, which is located at the corner
of Hamilton and Main Street. Before the Marion County
Ambulance District was formed in 1974, the Lewis
Brothers also served the community by providing
ambulance service in Palmyra and Philadelphia. In
the mid-1980s the third generation of Lewis Brothers
funeral directors joined the firm, David M. Lewis and

Steve Lewis, Jimmy O’Donnell and David Lewis

Steven W. Lewis. David and Steve have served Palmyra
for decades as they have assisted countless families
in their time of need. In September of 2015, James J.
O’Donnell joined the Lewis Brothers family of funeral
directors when he purchased the business.
Steve Lewis states, “It has truly been an honor, more so
a privilege, for Lewis Brothers to serve their community
for 100 years. Families have placed their trust in
our family for many generations and for that, we feel
eternally grateful.”
Mr. Lewis continues, “As with other businesses, the
funeral industry continues to change and evolve. A
funeral service 5 years ago is not the same as it is today.
Now we want to walk down the path of a person’s life
and celebrate everything that makes Mom, Dad or that
loved one special.”

JANES SURVEYING CELEBRATING
2017 marks 20 years Janes Surveying, Inc., of Palmyra,
MO has been in operation. To celebrate this milestone
and to say thank you to their loyal customers, the
business held an Open House on Friday, August 18,
2017. The Palmyra Chamber of Commerce kicked off
the event with a ribbon-cutting ceremony. The event,
held at Janes’ newly renovated office at 222 South
Main Street in Palmyra, was open to the public. Food
and beverages were served, and Janes Surveying, Inc.
had give-aways and prizes for those in attendance.
Janes Surveying, Inc. provides several services such
as property boundary surveys, subdivision concepts
and layouts, construction staking, and more. Janes
Surveying, Inc. holds licensure in Missouri, Illinois,
Iowa, Kansas, South Dakota, Wisconsin, and most
recently Arkansas. Integrity in providing services is of
the utmost importance to the staff.

20 YEARS

Chamber Ribbon Cutting for Janes Surveying 20th Anniversary & newly
renovated facility.

Palmyra Chamber
of Commerce

Working Together for a
Stronger Future for the Palmyra Area

CHAMBER
MEMBERSHIP:

You too can be a member of the Palmyra Chamber of Commerce.
Businesses with only 1-3 employees can join for only $75. NotFor-Profit 501(c)3 Organizations and Non-Business Individual
Memberships are also $75, while Retired Individuals may join for
$25. Membership runs January – December. An application and
more information are available on the Chamber website: HERE.

CALENDAR
upcoming events
September 2

4th Annual Nick Smyser Memorial Golf
Tournament~
8:30 am, Jackson Park Golf Course

September 4

Labor Day Holiday

September 8

Palmyra Homecoming vs South Shelby

September 16

Missouri Rural Electric Coop. Annual
Meeting~10 am, Palmyra H.S. Gymnasium

September 23

City Wide Garage Sales

September 27

Visit
www.showmepalmyra.com
for everything Palmyra!

Free blood pressure readings~10-11:30 am,
Marion County Library

October 16

Taste of Palmyra~5-9 pm,
Main Street Palmyra

October 18-19

Parent Teacher Conferences~
Palmyra R-1

UPCOMING MEETING

November 5

YOUR NEXT CHAMBER MEETING IS NOON

November 12

DATES & PROGRAMS
Tu., September 12:

Palmyra Middle School Library. Our featured speaker will
be Kirt Malone, new superintendent of Palmyra R-1 Schools.
Tours of Palmyra Middle School will be available after the
meeting.

Tu., October 10:

Rebel Pig. Marion County Fair Coordinators, Michele and
Randy Hopson, will recap the 2017 fair.

Tu., November 14:

TBD. Christine Crawford with the Palmyra Food Pantry
will share what is being done to help families have a blessed
Christmas. A Christmas in Palmyra representative will have
details of this year’s holiday event.

Daylight Savings Time ends; turn the clocks
back one hour
PACB Veterans’ Bricklaying Ceremony~
2 pm, Palmyra Courthouse

November 23
Thanksgiving Day

December 2

Christmas in Palmyra Live Auction & Prizes~
10 am, Palmyra Courthouse

Chamber Email Address:
palmyrachamber@gmail.com
Visit us on Facebook at:
Palmyra MO Chamber of Commerce

