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The 2018 Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet, held
January 11, was a perfect example of Palmyra’s very best
coming together to celebrate the accomplishments of some
of its own. The excitement began the minute guests walked
into Farischon Hall where fifteen community businesses
had decorated the banquet tables with personal flair and
“Come-sit-here” appeal. It ended with the presentation
of awards to individuals who have contributed so much to
make this an unbeatable place to live.
Honored as the 2017 Citizen of the Year was Dr. Bill
Wommack. Doc is well known as a Palmyra veterinarian,
having serving as one for forty-five years. His long-time
compassionate and professional treatment of animals is
legendary. But, as presenter Christine Crawford, Secretary
of the Palmyra Area Food Pantry, noted his service to the
Palmyra community extends beyond this. Because of
weekly trips Wommack makes at his own expense to the
Food Bank of Central and Northeast Missouri in Columbia,
our local Food Pantry is able to serve the rising number of
families and senior citizens that it does.
Supporting
the
American
Cancer
Society’s
Flower
Children team by
annually hand crafting
one-of-a-kind wooden
items is another of
Wommack’s generous
gestures. These items
are always among the
e Year
live auction items that Citizen of th
ill
B
r.
D
draw the highest bids
Wommack

2018 Award Winners: (From left to right) Jim Lovegreen, Lovegreen Motors,
Business Hall of Fame; Doug Dry, Rebel Pig, Paintbrush Award;
Peggy & Ken Kroencke, Volunteers of the Year; Tracy Fountain,
Educator of the Year; Judge Rachel Bringer Shepherd, President’s Award;
Dr. Bill Wommack, Citizen of the Year. (Photo-Palmyra Spectator)

to raise funds in the fight against cancer. He has used his
woodworking talents to also create and donate pieces to
contribute to many other fundraisers. A devout Christian,
Wommack has long aided the Heartland Ministries by
opening his home to individuals and families as they await
a space at the Heartland facility where they receive needed
support in making changes in their lives.
Doc Wommack humbly accepted the award, saying
“I don’t deserve any of this, and I pray I don’t get what
I deserve…I’m proud to call this my home.”
Volunteers of the Year, Ken and Peggy Kroencke, have “hearts
of gold,” shared Tammy Nix, Director of the Palmyra Senior
Nutrition Center. Both Ken and Peggy volunteer countless
hours at the Palmyra Nutrition Center, always among the
first to volunteer their time with all Center fundraisers in
addition to regular meals there. Ken drives to Monroe City
twice weekly to pick up food, frequently helps deliver food
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to the homebound and
assists in the kitchen.
Peggy also delivers
meals and helps in the
kitchen multiple times
monthly and serves on
the Center’s advisory
board.

The Kroenckes’ volunteerism extends beyond the Palmyra
Nutrition Center. They are faithful members and volunteers
of their church, Immanuel Baptist in Hannibal. Both were
recently certified in disaster relief through the Missouri
Baptist Convention, and Ken has gone on numerous trips
to help those affected by natural disasters. Ken volunteers
with Friends of the NRA and doesn’t miss paying his
respect to others that have served by standing up with the
American Legion Honor Guard. Peggy spends time helping
at Maple Lawn Nursing Home as well as with the care of a
handicapped child.
“We really feel humbled,” said Peggy. “God has given
us the ability and the health to do this.” Ken added, “
My dad told me when I retire don’t go home and sit on
the couch.”

Tracy Fountain was honored as
Educator of the Year. In her nomination
of and presentation for her colleague,
Kendra Tiemann, Palmyra High School
Counselor, shared, “Palmyra High
School has a long-standing reputation
of providing an excellent education to
its students, and Tracy Fountain is a
perfect example of why this is possible.
Encouraging, committed, positive,
creative and intelligent are the first
words that come to mind when
describing Tracy. By far, she is the
most genuine and unselfish teacher I
have worked with during my 29 years
in education.” Since beginning her
teaching career five years ago, Tracy
has taught Freshmen and Senior
English, served as a technology coach
and directed high school drama.“
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“I was 36 when I learned what I wanted to be. This is
not a job. I love my kids,” sobbed Fountain, emotionally
overcome by the surprise. This love is evident in the way she
challenges her students and anonymously donates for those
in need of particular items to make their school experience
all it can be. She models the values and qualities taught in
her classroom in all facets of her personal life.

Each year the Palmyra Chamber
recognizes a business that has
undergone a facelift and whose
pride in the services and products
they provide makes Palmyra
residents take notice. The 2017
Paintbrush Award was presented
to Doug Dry and the Rebel Pig,
Paintbrush Aw
ard
Doug Dry/
or as incoming President and
Rebel Pig
presenter Mason Owen dubbed
it, “The Feral Hog.” Though the
recipient of this year’s Paintbrush Award has been open
only a year and a half, the business has already made quite a
name for itself. Believing “Nothing is impossible,” the owner
remodeled the interior of the former Palmyra restaurant
he once managed to create a warm family atmosphere,
complete with Americana décor, televisions mounted on
the wall, and inexpensive games for kids. He and his staff
wanted a “unique, fresh, fun and different name,” the
public would remember, and they certainly came up with
one. Palmyra is glad that Doug Dry has fulfilled his dream of
becoming a restaurant owner and chef, and we are grateful
for the tasty barbecue served there! “I feel blessed,” said
Dry.

Educator of the Year
Tracy
Fountain

“I was 36
when I learned
what I wanted
to be. This
is not a job.
I love my
kids,” sobbed
Fountain.
Table decorations, donated by Brown’s Furniture, were
given away at the end of the banquet to lucky winners.
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Lovegreen Motors Ford Dealership was inducted into the
Chamber’s Business Hall of Fame. Awardees are community
businesses which have greatly impacted Palmyra for
an extended period of time. This Palmyra institution is
celebrating 83 years of service to the community. The story
began in 1934, and a part of the family business history still
stands near the southeast corner of Main & Church. Elmer
D. Lovegreen, better known as E.D., founded Lovegreen
Motor that year for supplemental income to his farming
business. Startup funds: $1000. The ad for the opening of
the new building in 1949 read, “We are open and ready to
serve you. We are confident we will do it well.”
Lovegreen Motors is a true family business. In 1956, E.D.’s
youngest son, Jim, joined his father in the business. Two

Outgoing President Charlene
Jones-Liendo chose to honor Judge
Rachel Bringer Shepherd with the
President’s Award. “Each year the
outgoing Chamber President is
given the opportunity to recognize
one individual whom they believe
ward
President’s Anger
has made a significant contribution
Rachel Bri
rd
e
h
through volunteering their time
p
She
and efforts to benefit the Chamber
of Commerce. This year’s recipient is no different,” stated
Jones-Liendo. She cited examples of Bringer Shepherd’s
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of E.D.’s grandsons, Stephen and Bill, joined the business
in 1981. In 1988, the family added a second location in
Kirksville, Missouri. The current owner of the Palmyra
business, Robert Lovegreen, the founder’s youngest
grandson, joined the family operation in 1991.

“Palmyra has been very
good to us,” said Jim
Lovegreen in accepting
the award.
“Other
deserving people have
won this award, and we
are honored.”

Business Hall o
f Fam
Lovegreen e
Motors

assistance including her performance at the Taste of
Palmyra, her role as hostess at Christmas in Palmyra, and
her readiness to always help where needed at the Marion
County Fair. “I have had the pleasure of watching this person
give their time and efforts with joy in their heart, a smile on
their face and a genuine love for their community,” added
Jones-Liendo. In accepting, Bringer Shepherd expressed
her gratitude and acknowledged the contributions of so
many others.
“I have had the pleasure of watching this person {Rachel}
give their time and efforts with joy in their heart, a smile
on their face and a genuine love for their community.”

President Jones-Liendo voiced the Chamber’s gratitude to Randy & Michele Hopson
for their excellent work on the Marion County Fair and presented them with a token
of the Board’s appreciation. The Hopsons will be chairing the event for the 7th year.
Recognized for their service were retiring Board members Randy Hopson and Josh
Steffen who had both served for three years.

Charlene JonesLiendo accepts
thanks for service as
the 2017 Chamber
President from
incoming President
Mason Owen.
(Photo-Palmyra
Spectator)

Miss Marion
County Gracie Bross
congratulates Randy
Hopson and Josh
Steffen for service to
the Board. (PhotoPalmyra Spectator)
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President Jones-Liendo expressed the Chamber’s
thankfulness for the wonderful meal provided by Heather
McChristian and HATS, our caterer for the evening; High
School Key Club Youth for helping serve, Miss Marion
County Gracie Bross’ attendance, Aramark’s donation of
table linens, Golden Eagle and Heather McChristian for
the adult beverages, and Tammy Neil of Roland Machinery
for help organizing. Our special thanks to the businesses
that decorated our tables, providing us with such unique
and festive décor and providing banquet attendees with so
many “goodies:” Blessing Palmyra Clinic, Brown’s Furniture,
Budget Inn, Exchange Bank, Farm Bureau Insurance,
Flowers For You, HATS, HNB Bank, HOMEBANK, Mark Twain
Title, Mercantile Bank, Rebel Pig, SSDBuild, USB and the
Palmyra Chamber of Commerce. Bud’s Paint and Body
has our gratitude for opening their conference room for
all 2017 Board Meetings. Lastly, the Chamber appreciates
all who attended the banquet, creating a welcoming and
congratulatory atmosphere to honor our award recipients.

Table decorations, donated by various businesses, were
given away at the end of the banquet to lucky winners.

Budget Inn & HNB Bank

Chamber of Commerce
Flowers for You

The 2018 Palmyra Chamber Board was introduced: Mason
Owen- President; Jason Janes – Vice President; Charlene
Jones-Liendo – Past President; Board Members Bryan
Bartz, Tav Brown, Heather McChristian, Kelly Porter, Teresa
Smyser, Kayla Wittler and Secretary/Treasurer – Susan Berti.
Incoming President Owen presented the Annual Budget and
presented a plaque to Charlene Jones-Liendo thanking her
for her service as the 2017 President.

Exchange Bank

Farm Bureau

HATS

Owen ended the evening revealing how one would know if
he or she would be taking home one of the fabulous table
centerpieces donated by a sponsoring business.

Mark Twain Title
HomeBank

SSBuild

Mercantile Bank

The 2018 Palmyra Chamber Board
Front Row: Susan Berti, Secretary/Treasurer; Kelly Porter, Kayla Wittler,
Teresa Smyser and Heather McChristian, members; Charlene Jones-Liendo,
Past-President; Jason Janes, member. Back Row: Mason Owen, President;
Bryan Bartz and Tav Brown, members. (Photo-Palmyra Spectator)

Have A
Great 2018!

USB Bank
Rebel Pig

SHOWCASE YOUR

BUSINESS
AT THE

2019

ANNUAL CHAMBER
AWARDS BANQUET

This was the first year Chamber members had the opportunity to showcase
their businesses by “sponsoring” a table. A lot of “oohs,” “aahs” and smiles
were generated by the fabulously decorated tables at this year’s Annual
Awards Banquet. This was the first year the opportunity for Chamber
members to showcase their businesses by “sponsoring” a table. For those
who weren’t in attendance, photos are provided here to show you just how
impressive the hall looked. The creativity and generosity of the following
Chamber businesses added so much to the evening: Blessing Palmyra Clinic,
Brown’s Furniture, Budget Inn, Exchange Bank, Farm Bureau Insurance,
Flowers For You, HATS, HNB Bank, HOMEBANK, Mark Twain Title, Mercantile
Bank, Rebel Pig, SSDBuild, USB and the Palmyra Chamber of Commerce.
So while the event is fresh in your mind, it’s the perfect time to sign up to
promote your business at next year’s Annual Banquet which will be held
January 10, 2019. You can do this by calling or emailing the Palmyra Chamber
office (573-769-0777); palmyrachamber@gmail.com.

NOMINATE A CANDIDATE FOR THE

2019 ANNUAL AWARDS NOW

n, Educator and Volunteer of the Year surely makes
Reading about this year’s exceptional recipients for Citize
not be the first to submit your nomination for
you think of someone else you know is deserving. Why
the letter, and it will be kept on file at the Chamber
next year’s awards? You have plenty of time to write
ld you want suggestions, nominating guidelines are
office until review time this coming December. Shou
in print form at the Chamber office, the Palmyra
available at showmepalmyra.com; they are also available
ber office at P.O. Box 446, Palmyra, MO 63461 or
Spectator, and City Hall. Send your nominations to the Cham
palmyrachamber@gmail.com.

KUDOS

Congratulations to Nancy Goellner who has been promoted
to Branch Manager at Exchange Bank of Northeast Missouri in Palmyra.
Nancy has been with Exchange Bank since August of 2017. She has served
on many Chamber event committees as well as church and community
causes. We are excited to see her embrace this new role.

Giving
Back

Christmas is the season of giving, and the Palmyra Chamber was sure to do its part!
Donations were made to Adopt a Family, Marion County for Christmas lighting at the
Palmyra Courthouse, and to PAWS Pack to benefit children in need at Palmyra Elementary.

JA in a Day General Information
Palmyra Elementary School

in Northeast Missouri and West-Central Illinois

About JA in a Day
JA in a Day is a special opportunity for community members to educate elementary students on
Chamber President
Jones-Liendo
financial literacy, work readiness, and entrepreneurship
all in Charlene
the course
of aroundpresents
3 hours.a check to
help with
of Christmas
lights at the
Palmyra Courthouse
Community volunteers lead hands-on activities
that the
arecost
provided
to volunteers
by Junior
President
Charlene
Jones-Liendo
presents youth on
to Larry
Welch, Eastern
Districteducation
Associate Commissioner;
Steve
Achievement.
The
activities educate
the connection
between
and success in
the
aworkplace.
check to Nancy
Goellner, co-coordinator
Begley, Western District Associate Commissioner and Lyndon
Volunteers are able to share their real world experience with students. Curriculum,
of Adopt A Family 2017.
Bode, Presiding Commissioner. (Photo-Palmyra Spectator)
training, and support is provided by Junior Achievement. At Palmyra Elementary a JA in a Day will
occur on March 7th! We are in need of community volunteers like yourself who have a vested
interest in the success of students in our community!

Teresa Smyser, Christmas in Palmyra Chairperson,
and President Charlene Jones-Liendo present a
Chamber donation for the PAWS Pack Program to
Lora Hillman, Palmyra Elementary Principal.

Classes needing a Volunteer

JA IN A DAY AT Palmyra Elementary
School
Teacher:
Grade:

JA inTeacher:
a Day will take placeGrade:
at Palmyra Elementary
Monday, March
Nathanon
Hathaway
4 5th. Volunteers are able to share their real
world
experience
All materials,
along with turn by turn
directions, are provided to lead a Junior
Monica
Bross with students.
3
Sherri Ragar
4
Achievement
Program.
Michele
Hopson
with
B&S
Insurance,
Kayla
Wittler
with Blessing Palmyra Clinic, Mason
Irene Brown
3
Shelley Smith
4
Owen with HNB Bank, Samantha Dawson and Nicole Myers with Mercantile Bank, and Susan Berti with the
Joanna O'Brien
3
4
Palmyra
Chamber have already
signed up toTeri
helpTraynor
out.
Carrie Smith

3

Britne Wheeler

4

JA Our
CityCommunity
(the 3rd grade program)
introduces
JA Our
Region (the
program) introduces
JA
Our
(Grade
2) introduces
students
to 4th
thegrade
intersection
of work readiness and early elementary
students to the basics of financial literacy,
students to entrepreneurship and how
grades
social
studies
learning
objectives,
including
how
citizens
benefit
from and contribute to a community’s
the characteristics of cities, and how people and
entrepreneurs use resources to produce goods and
success.
JA
Our
City
(Grade
3)
introduces
students
to
the
basics
of
financial
literacy, the characteristics of cities,
businesses in cities manage their money. They
services in a region. Students operate a
explore
how
financial
institutions,
entrepreneurs,
hypothetical
hot
dog
stand
to
understand
the
and how people and businesses in cities manage their money. JA Our Region (Grade 4) introduces students to
and news media contribute to the financial wellfundamental tasks performed by a business owner
entrepreneurship
and how entrepreneursanduse
resources
produce
and services in a region.
being of a city.
to see
how moneyto
comes
into and goods
goes out of
a business.

Join us on March 5! You may
sign up online; just click >here.<
If you prefer, contact the Palmyra
Chamber of Commerce at
palmyrachamber@gmail.com or
573-769-0777 or Denise Damron,
Junior Achievement in Northeast
Missouri and West-Central Illinois
District Manager, at 573-769-0161
or ddamron@jastl.org.

Palmyra Chamber
of Commerce

Working Together for a
Stronger Future for the Palmyra Area

2018 CHAMBER
MEMBERSHIP:

Renew Your Chamber Membership for 2018 NOW!
Become a Member for the first time!
Membership runs January – December. Businesses with only
1-3 employees can join for only $75. Not-For-Profit 501(c)3
Organizations and Non-Business Individual Memberships are also
$75, while Retired Individuals may join for $25. An application and
more information are available on the Chamber website:
showmepalmyra.com

Visit
www.showmepalmyra.com
for everything Palmyra!

CALENDAR
upcoming events
February 5

Annual University of Missouri ExtensionMarion County Council Dinner & Installation
Ceremony~6:30 pm, Zion Lutheran School
Basement

February 8

NEMO Soils & Crops Conference~
8:30 am-2 pm, Hall’s Hall

February 10

30th Annual Fireman’s Dance~8 pm-Midnight,
American Legion Hall

February 12

PAT’s “Just Me & My Dad – Tool Time”~6:30 –
7:30 pm, Palmyra Elementary School Gym

February 16

Pink Out Game-Palmyra vs. Highland~6 pm,
Palmyra High School Gym

February 17

Palmyra Parks & Rec Daddy and Daughter
Dance~5:30 pm-9:30 pm, Sesqui Building

February 24

UPCOMING MEETING

DATES & PROGRAMS
YOUR NEXT CHAMBER MEETING IS NOON

Tu., February 13

Nutrition Center. Amy North, physician with
Blessing Palmyra Clinic, will share information
about services provided. Denise Damron, Junior Achievement
in Northeast Missouri and West-Central Illinois District
Manager, will answer your questions about
JA in a Day at Palmyra Elementary.

Tu., March 13

Northeast Power. Mayor Loren Graham
will address the tax referendum that will appear
on the April 3 ballot.

Why not bring a friend?!

Knights of Columbus Trivia Night~7 pm,
Msgr. Farischon Hall

March 5

JA in a Day~8 am-2 pm, Palmyra Elementary

April 14

Palmyra Young Farmers Annual
Consignment Sale~Flower City Park Arena

April 21

Flower Children’s Spring Fling~5:30 pm,
American Legion Hall

Chamber Email Address:
palmyrachamber@gmail.com
Visit us on Facebook at:
Palmyra MO Chamber of Commerce

